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therefore wanted to be with him at all times,
that we might not miss a single outpour from
that hidden source deep down in his own heart.
For in him dwelled the Divine Mother, using his
lips to teach, to call. Her children.

Yes, it is true, the Swami used to call us
Mother's children. And how sweet, how en-
couraging did these words sound in our ears!

Once entering the kitchen while the food was
being prepared, the Swami noticed that some one
tasted the food to see whether salt had been
added. "We never taste the food in India,"
the Swami said, "because it is offered to God.
We do not cook for ourselves or the family, we
cook food as an offering to God. And after we
have offered the food to God it is distributed
amongst the members of the family. So we keep
our kitchen and everything connected with it,
very clean and holy. We take our bath, say
our prayers and put on a clean cloth before we
enter the kitchen. Every act of our life must
be made an offering to God, then we will
advance spiritually."

I had noticed that when flowers were pre-
sented to the Swami, he would place them before
the picture of Sri Ramakrishna without any
comment or without smelling them. Once I
said: "Don't you care for flowers, Swami?"
"Oh, yes," he said, "otherwise how could I
offer them to the Master ? But we never smell
flowers before offering them to God."

Sometimes new students would arrive. Once